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Oakland Elementary School

LOCATION
Charleston, South Carolina

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
Profast Commercial Flooring

ARCHITECT
Goff D Antonio Associates

SCOPE OF WORK
Epoxy Terrazzo

COMPLETION
2011

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PROJECT DETAILS AND HIGHLIGHTS

11 Epoxy Resin Colors

15 Aggregates, including recycled blue glass 
and Mother of Pearl terrazzo chips

Sailboat design in school’s lobby

Starfish, fish and sailboat designs intersecting 
school hallways.

At the turn of the decade, a new 74,000 square feet 
elementary school would soon replace the existing Oakland 
Elementary in Charleston, South Carolina. During the 
construction of the new school, the plan was to develop 
a building designed to meet sustainability needs. For this 
project, the school looked for recycled and environmentally 
friendly materials. Among the choice of green building 
materials, the architects at Goff D Antonio Associates decided 
to install epoxy terrazzo in the main lobby and hallways 
of the school building. Doyle Dickerson Terrazzo traveled 

to Charleston, South Carolina to complete the work. This 
installation was a colorful one. Once the terrazzo floor was 
polished and sealed, the installers had used over 11 different 
epoxy resin colors throughout the entire building. To meet the 
demands for using environmentally-friendly materials, Doyle 
Dickerson Terrazzo worked with the architects in finding the 
right epoxy resins that contained zero VOC content and find 
a nice selection of locally-sourced and recycled aggregates. 
Among the selection of aggregates were recycled blue glass 
and several marble choices to complete the terrazzo design.



Smooth Sailing
When determining which kind of flooring would be 
the right choice for the new Oakland Elementary 
School, the floor must meet certain requirements. 
Is the floor durable enough and safe to walk on? 
Does the floor offer flexible design opportunities? 
Or is the floor low maintenance and easy to 
clean?

There were many benefits of choosing a smooth 
and seamless floor system like epoxy terrazzo 
Seamless floors offer a cleaner, safer environment 
than traditional flooring systems. That is because 
some traditional flooring systems contain 
joints and gaps, which can cause accidents and 
accumulate in between joints. However, with a 
seamless flooring system in place, there is no 
need to worry about bacteria build-up nor is there 
much concerns about students tripping or falling.

In fact, epoxy terrazzo is among the low 
maintenance floor systems available today, 
making it a consideration for flooring in 
commercial buildings such as schools and 
universities today. Plus the epoxy terrazzo floors 
are easy to clean. With the proper care, the 
flooring will last on average 75 years, and even 
longer. In most cases, terrazzo can last longer 
than a building itself. The floors are quite durable.

Oakland Elementary School was designed to 
enroll 600 students yearly, For the terrazzo 
design, multiple colors were used to help create 
an enriched learning environment. In total, 11 
different epoxy resin colors were chosen to design 
the terrazzo floor, which also includes imagery 
of local sea life and sea creatures commonly 
associated with the Charleston area. Artwork of 
sailboats, starfishes, and other marine life can be 
seen as students walk through the hallways.

Studies have shown that color can have a 
positive effect on mood and productivity. With 
the terrazzo design in place, Oakland Elementary 
School has an atmosphere that encourages 
students to engage not only in their work but 
with others. 

Oakland Elementary School is a prime example 
of a school utilizing a terrazzo’s design to its 
advantage. Epoxy terrazzo allows anyone to 
brainstorm an idea and bring it to life in the 
floor’s design. Oakland Elementary School like 
many schools today use epoxy terrazzo to tell 
a story about their school or their city. It’s 
a great way for a school to create a unique 
appearance while elevating a student’s spirits and 
performance throughout the school year.
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